
 

Polk County Early College High School 
Application for Admission 

2026-2027 (Applications Close March 6th, 2026) 
 

Admission to Polk County Early College High School is based on a point system in regards to 
first-generation college, grades and academic standing, extracurricular activities, teacher 
recommendation, and essay response. Please note the following point system. 
APPLICATIONS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED December -February 27th. This cover sheet is to 
be completed by PCEC staff. Please do not fill in this sheet.  

Consideration Element Maximum Points allowed Points Earned (to be 
completed by PCEC  

New Century Scholar in 
Good Standing (Due to the 
Isothermal Community College 
Connection, these scholars are 
automatically admitted if they are in 
good standing with that program.) 

10  

First Generation College 10  

Extracurricular Activities (1 
point per activity in good standing 
with validation from coach or 
sponsor) 

no limit  

Teacher Recommendations 
(1 point per positive 
recommendation) 

2  

Essay Responses (1 per 
content & conventions proficient 
answer) 

2  

Middle School Honor Roll (1 
point per year) 

3  

Attendance (1 point per year of 
less than 8 absences total from 
middle school) 

3  

EOG Scores (1 point per score 
of a 4 or 5 in each tested subject 
from middle school.) 

7  

 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Total Points: ________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 

Student Information: 
 

Student Name: Last First 

Student ID #:  Date of Birth: 

 Home Phone#: 
 

Cell Phone#: 
 

Street Address:  City Zip Code 

Mailing Address 
(if different) 

 City Zip Code 

Student resides 
with:  

​Father & Mother 
​Father Only 
​Father & Stepmother 
​Mother & Stepfather 
​Mother Only 
​Other (specify):_____________________________________ 

Names of 
parents/guardians 
with whom you 
reside: 

 

Phone Numbers:  

email addresses:  

Educational Background 

Current School:  

Former School:  

7th Grade 
Academic 
Averages: 

_______Math    ________ELA  ________Science __________SS 
 
7th Grade Reading EOG:______  Math EOG:______ 

8th Grade 
Academic 
Averages: 

_______Math    ________ELA  ________Science __________SS 
 
 

Student 
Counselor Name: 

 

All students will complete a writing assessment as part of their application. The assessment will take place at Polk 
County Middle School the first week of March. The Early College English teacher and the director will oversee the 
assessment. It will include two-three writing prompts with a minimum of 200 words per prompt. Essays will be 
handwritten during the assessment time. Students will have 90 minutes to complete their assessment. 

 



 

To Be Completed by the Parent/Guardian 

All information on this page is confidential and is needed for Federal and state 
reports.  

Ethnicity:  
​Native American 
​Asian 
​Hispanic 
​African-American 
​Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander 

​White 
​Multi-Racial 

Father’s Education: 
​Did not finish HS 
​HS Graduate 
​Trade School 
​Associate 
Degree 

​Bachelor’s 
Degree 

​Graduate 
Degree or 
Beyond 

Mother’s Education: 
​Did not finish HS 
​HS Graduate 
​Trade School 
​Associate Degree 
​Bachelor’s Degree 
​Graduate Degree or 
Beyond 

Family Income (Yearly): 
​Less than $20,000 
​$20,000-$40,000 
​$40,000-$60,000 
​$60,000-$75,000 
​Greater than $75,000 
​ I choose not to disclose. 

 
 
My goal for my child’s future:  
 

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

Agreements and Assurance 

By signing this application, parents and students acknowledge an understanding of 
the commitment of effort and time required of students accepted to Polk County Early 
College High School. If accepted, the applicant agrees to abide by the rules and 
expectations set by Isothermal Community College and the administrators and staff of 
Polk County Schools. 
 
If at the end of the first year of high school the student is unable or unwilling ro 
continue studies with Isothermal Community College through the Early College 
Program, the student understands he/she will be reassigned to Polk County High 
School or the school of zoned attendance. Unable and/or unwilling is constituted by a 
consistent inability to keep up with assignments with average scores of a “C” or 
better, failing classes, attendance issues marked by excessive tardies, absences, or 
early sign-outs, and/or behaviors that do not reflect the expectations outlined in the 
Polk County Early College handbook (availalbe online at the school’s website).  
 
By signing this application, the student and parent understand that Polk County Early 
College students must adhere to the policies of Isothermal Community College and of 
Polk County Schools, which include, but are not limited to, behaviors, grades, and 
attendance issues, and that failure to do so will result in being withdrawn from Polk 
County Early College.  

I agree to the following: 
●​ I understand that my commitment to Polk County Early College High School is 

for at least one academic year. 
●​ I expect to complete a two-year degree program while at Polk County Early 

College. 
●​ I believe I am able to complete college-level coursework.  
●​ I will maintain high academic and behavior standards. 
●​ I will maintain high academic and behavior standards. 
●​ I understand that as a Polk County Early College student, I am also a student 

of Isothermal Community College and must adhere to their academic 
expectations. 

●​ I understand that the Polk County Early College program is a four- to five-year 
program that will meet both high school and Associate Degree requirements.  

 
 
Student Signature: _______________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ________________________________ Date: ____________ 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Polk County Early College Applicant Reference Form 
All applicants are required to submit a minimum of three references using the provided form. Each person completing 
a reference will need an individual form. Reference forms should be given to the person providing the reference and 
returned directly to the student counselor or the Polk County Early College director. References should include two 
Core teachers (ELA, MATH, SS, or SC) and one community member (ex., minister, club sponsor, coach, etc.) NO 
REFERENCE FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE STUDENT FOR SUBMISSION. Reference forms 
submitted by the student to the counselor or director will be invalid. If the potential student is a homeschooled 
student, all references can be from community members but not family members.  
Under the provisions of the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, the applicant (if admitted and enrolled) will have access to the 
information provided below unless he or she waives such access. 
To be completed by the Applicant: 

Name: Current School: 

 
To be completed by the Reference: 
Please complete this form, seal in an envelope, sign your name across the seal, and return it directly to the student counselor or 
early college director. 

 

Please rank the 
following skills: 

Superior Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

No 
Information 

Intellectual 
Ability 

     

Writing Ability      

Speaking Ability      

Problem-Solving      

Responsibility      

Leadership      

Behavior      

Interpersonal 
Skills 

     

Respect for 
Peers 

     

Respect for 
authority 

     

Motivation      

Perseverance      
I have known the applicant for _________________ years. 
 

Print Name: Signature: Date: 



 

Polk County Early College Applicant Reference Form 
All applicants are required to submit a minimum of three references using the provided form. Each person completing 
a reference will need an individual form. Reference forms should be given to the person providing the reference and 
returned directly to the student counselor or the Polk County Early College director. References should include two 
Core teachers (ELA, MATH, SS, or SC) and one community member (ex., minister, club sponsor, coach, etc.) NO 
REFERENCE FORMS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO THE STUDENT FOR SUBMISSION. Reference forms 
submitted by the student to the counselor or director will be invalid. If the potential student is a homeschooled 
student, all references can be from community members but not family members.  
Under the provisions of the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, the applicant (if admitted and enrolled) will have access to the 
information provided below unless he or she waives such access. 
To be completed by the Applicant: 

Name: Current School: 

 
To be completed by the Reference: 
Please complete this form, seal in an envelope, sign your name across the seal, and return it directly to the student counselor or 
early college director. 

 

Please rank the 
following skills: 

Superior Above 
Average 

Average Below 
Average 

No 
Information 

Intellectual 
Ability 

     

Writing Ability      

Speaking Ability      

Problem-Solving      

Responsibility      

Leadership      

Behavior      

Interpersonal 
Skills 

     

Respect for 
Peers 

     

Respect for 
authority 

     

Motivation      

Perseverance      
I have known the applicant for _________________ years. 
 

Print Name: Signature: Date: 



 

 
Essay Prompts 
Each answer must consist of a 200 hundred word minimum response. Essays must be 
handwritten using a pen or pencil in a timed and monitored session with the PCEC 
English teacher and the director. PCMS Students will have a scheduled essay day. 
Students from other schools or homeschools can call to schedule an essay time.  
 
What you need to know: 
​ . We do not expect perfect grammar. 
​ . We do expect structure in your writing and for you to show potential to become a 
good writer through instruction with our English teacher.  
 
 
Potential Prompts: 
 
1.  In your own words, explain why you are choosing Polk County Early College.  
 
2. In your own words, explain the purpose of high school and collegiate education and 
the reasons why these are important elements in the development of citizens.  


