
 

Policy Code: 4318 – Student Use of Wireless Communication Devices 

Purpose and Scope​
The board recognizes that cellular phones and other wireless communication devices are an 
important tool through which parents communicate with their children and through which 
students gather information.  The board also recognizes that excessive use of wireless 
communication devices may pose significant health and social risks for students and negatively 
affect the educational environment.  In order to strengthen the school system’s focus on 
learning, promote the well-being of our students, and foster a sense of community within our 
schools, students are prohibited from having wireless communication devices turned on or 
possessing such devices during the school day unless otherwise permitted under this policy.  
Principals may establish additional limitations on the use, possession, or display of wireless 
communication devices consistent with this policy. 

Definitions​
For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions apply: 

1.​ A “wireless communication device” is any portable wireless device that has the capability 
to provide voice, messaging, or other data communication between two or more parties, 
including but not limited to cellular telephones, tablet and laptop computers, paging 
devices, two-way radios, and gaming devices.   

This definition excludes devices approved under the district’s Bring Your Own 
Technology (BYOT) initiative (Policy 3220)—such as laptops and tablets—when used 
appropriately for instructional purposes under school supervision. 

Smartwatches and other wearable technologies are not included in this definition unless 
they are used to access the internet, send or receive messages, or otherwise cause a 
disruption or violate school rules. When misused in this manner, wearables will be 
subject to the same expectations and consequences as other wireless communication 
devices, in accordance with school-level behavioral guidelines. 

2.​ The “school day” runs from the beginning of the first class period of the day to the end of 
the last class period of the day.   

A. Prohibited Use 

Unless authorized as noted in section E, students are not permitted to have wireless 
communication devices activated, used, displayed, or visible during the school day. Devices 
must be stored silently and out of sight. 

B. Consequences for Unauthorized Use 



 

The Polk County Board of Education establishes the following framework for consequences 
related to unauthorized use of wireless communication devices: 

●​ All schools shall enforce disciplinary responses that align with the district’s Code of 
Student Conduct (Policy 4300). 

●​ Consequences may include confiscation of the device and other age-appropriate 
disciplinary measures. 

●​ To ensure developmental appropriateness, the Board authorizes schools to apply these 
consequences in ways that reflect the age and maturity of students, under guidelines 
reviewed and approved by district administration. 

School-level expectations and procedures must be clearly communicated to students and 
parents at the beginning of each school year, applied consistently and fairly within each school, 
and reviewed by district administration to ensure compliance with Board policy and applicable 
law. 

Refusal to comply with a staff member’s request to surrender a device will be treated as a 
disciplinary matter under Policy 4300. 

C. Search of Devices 

In accordance with policy 4342, Student Searches, a student’s wireless communication device 
and its contents, including but not limited to text messages and digital photos, may be searched 
whenever a school official has reason to believe the search will provide evidence that the 
student has violated or is violating a law, board policy, the Code of Student Conduct, or a school 
rule.  The scope of such searches must be reasonably related to the objectives of the search 
and not excessively intrusive in light of the nature of the suspected infraction. 

D. Liability 

Students are personally and solely responsible for the security of their wireless communication 
devices.  The school system is not responsible for the theft, loss, or damage of a personal 
wireless communication device. 

E. Instructional Time Exceptions 

Use of wireless communication devices during instructional time is permitted only in the 
following circumstances: 

1.​ If authorized by a teacher for educational purposes or for use in the event of an 
emergency. 

2.​ As required by the student’s individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 (29 
U.S.C. § 794) plan. 

3.​ As required to manage a student’s health care, in accordance with a documented 
medical condition. 



 

Time/Place Guidelines: Use is generally permitted before and after school hours. Use may be 
restricted on school buses if it interferes with safe operations.  

Legal References:  G.S. 115C-36, -76.100, -390.2 

Cross References:  Student Behavior Policies (policy 4300), Disruptive Behavior (policy 4315), 
Student Searches (policy 4342) 

Other Resources:  Best Practices Guide for North Carolina Public Schools Units Establishing 
Personal Communication Devices Policies, Advisory Council for Student Safety and Well-Being, 
Office of Governor Josh Stein (June 3, 2025), available at 
https://www.ncdps.gov/best-practices-guide-north-carolina-public-schools-units-establishing-per
sonal-communication-devices; Phone-Free Schools Administrator Toolkit, Phone-Free Schools 
Movement, available at  
https://www.ncsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/V2-PFSM-Toolkit-Final.pdf 

Adopted with modifications to NCSBA policy 

Adopted:    8/11/25 
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